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of Tippoo or to the rapacity of the Mahrattas. Nizam
Ali was now an old man, and, although he actually lived
on for five years more, his decease was looked for daily.
When that should take place a disputed succession was
sure to follow and rival candidates were likely to be
supported by Tippoo or by the Mahrattas. In the mean-
time, the growing power of the French contingent at
Hyderabad was likely to prove an important factor in
the coming struggle. If, as seemed likely, they should
join hands with Tippoo, it was probable that they would
prove irresistible and that the latter, openly joined by
reinforcements of the French from Egypt, would become
the predominating power in the south of the Peninsula.

The Mahrattas ruled over a more extensive territory
than either of these two Princes, but their weakness lay
in their mutual jealousies.    The Peishwa at Poona was
the nominal head, but the most powerful of the Mahratta
princes was Scindia, who, as the protector of the blind
old Emperor Shah Allum, and in possession of the enor-
mous territories extending from Kandesh up to Delhi
and Agra, was in a way-representative of Imperial author-
ity.   Holkar ran Scindia close and both were anxious
to  make  their influence   at   Poona  paramount.    The
Bhonsla Rajah of Nagpur was the third great Mahratta
power.    He occupied the whole of the territory to the
north of the Nizam's dominions, from Berar to the east
coast at Cuttack.    These Mahratta princes had all of
them large armies with highly disciplined contingents
officered for the most part by Frenchmen ;   so that here
again came in the dangerous French influence, from which
at that moment the school of English politicians, of which
Pitt, Nelson and Wellesley were the representative spirits,
feared so much.   Every one of the Mahratta princes
had large money claims upon the Nizam which they